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Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine,
Colombo 10.

03/07/2019

Deputy Director Generals of Health Services

Provincial Directors of Health Services,

Directors of Ministry of Health/ Specialized Campaigns/ Epidemiology Unit
Regional Directors of Health Services,

Directors of Line Ministry Hospitals, Provincial General Hospitals,

Medical Superintendents of District General Hospitals, Base Hospital A & B,
DMOO of Divisional Hospitals,

MOOIC of Primary Medical Care Units,

Medical Officers of Health.

Circular on Implementation of Health Protection Plan (HPP) for the Residence Visa
Applicants to Sri Lanka

Reference is made to the National Migration Health Policy of Sri Lanka and the previous Cabinet
decisions CP No. 11/2140/509/159 dated 14.12.2011. Cabinet also granted approval to authorize
the Ministry of Health, Nutrition & Indigenous Medicine to enter into the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) on the
establishment and implementation of an Inbound Health Assessment Programme for Residence
Visa applicants to Sri Lanka, (reference CP No. 18/0431/718/023 dated 20.03.2018). MoU was
signed on 04.05.2018.

1. The Health Protection Plan (HPP) for migrants to Sri Lanka, applies to all the residence
visa applicants (Exempted categories are mentioned in the web site of Department of
Immigration and Emigration web site). The HPP includes a mandatory health assessment
and a health protection cover through the government sector described under section 6.

2. The HPP is coordinated by the Immigration Health Unit (IHU) of the Quarantine Unit,
Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine, Sri Lanka in collaboration with the
[n-bound Health Assessment Center/IHAC (currently operated by the designated panel
physician - International Organization for Migration/IOM). The selected applicants will be
issued an HPP card by the IHU at a charge of USD 75 and is valid for a period of one year.
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IHAC is currently established at No: 80A, 10% floor, IBSL building, Elvitigala Mawatha,
Colombo 08.

The health assessment comprises screening for Malaria, Tuberculosis, HIV and Filariasis.
The technical instructions for the designated panel physicians for the health assessments
(screening) for these four diseases have been developed by the national disease control
programs of the Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine.

. Those who screen positive for Malaria, HIV, Filariasis and Tuberculosis will be referred

to the respective national disease control programs for confirmation, treatment and follow
up.

The respective national disease control program will refer the patients for follow up to the
decentralized units of the control program in the district of residence of the applicant. The
community follow up should be done by respective MOOH and PHIs similar to the follow
up of a Sri Lankan citizen.

The HPP in addition to the health assessment covers emergency care and ambulatory
primary care at all government health institutions in Sri Lanka. The applicants with a valid
HPP card are eligible to avail the above health services free of charge at the point of
delivery.

The HPP will not cover hospitalization other than for emergency care in the government
sector. For any non- emergency hospitalization, the existing conditions and fees applicable
to any non-citizen accessing government services will apply. The HPP does not cover any
services obtained from the private sector.

The HPP card carrying the Government of Sri Lanka logo gives the personal identification
information and the period of validity (It includes name, date of birth, nationality, passport
no, relevant agency/sponsor, residential address, contact number and photo of the
Residence visa holder).

All Provincial Directors of Health Services and Regional Directors of Health Services
should instruct heads of all health care institutions/ decentralized campaign units in their
provinces / districts accordingly. All heads of institutions (Directors / Medical
Superintends / DMOOQO / Medical Officer in-charge and MOOH) should inform their staff
about the services provided to HPP card holders with approved residence visa.
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11. The HPP is intended to adopt an inclusive approach for health services whilst preserving
public health in Sri Lanka and is aligned with the efforts to keep Sri Lanka Malaria free,
eliminate Filariasis and to reduce the burden of TB and HIV/AIDS.
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Colombo 10,

CC:

1. Secretary - Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine



